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2026 Budget and Taxes

The Board did approve the 2026 budget at the Regional Board Meeting on Jan 28th 2026. 

At my Townhall meeting on March 7th 2026 I will be doing an in depth review of our 2026 taxes and 
an in depth review of Area D’s finances as we head into the fall election.

One of the things that did strike me during the financial conversations at the board table is that Area D 
did see an increase in property assessments which were above the “Regional Average”. SRD staff did 
work very hard on Area D’s finances this year and even with the increase in property assessments the 
potential tax increases have been greatly minimized on SRD and Area D cost of services.

This screen captures very well that despite increases in property assessments, taxes per home 
remains the same as last year for SRD and Area D services.



Strathcona Gardens Update
To address the concerns of both the public comments and the user group comments the Gardens 
Commission has been taking the time to review all options before proceeding with any new 
construction.

At this time those conversations have been happening ( in camera) and I do expect that perhaps in late 
Feb 2026 the  Gardens Commission will have public announcements regarding the Strathcona Gardens 
and the Ice Rinks.

Meanwhile construction work on the new Aquatic Center continues on budget and the expected 
opening date is in eight months. 

What a milestone that will be once completed!

As SRD staff are ramping up after the holidays it has been busy month and I expect that same energy 
will continue into the summer.

For Area D specifically the following items are being worked on

1. Master Plan for Area D parks that will guide decision making for the next how many years.
2. Public survey on the proposed Active Transportation that will help guide a vision for the next 

20 years is currently underway. Take the time to complete this important survey which can be 
found at... srd.ca/area-d-ptp

3. Meeting with staff and our MLA to address storm water management issues in the community 
and to reinforce the need for the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to cooperate with 
local government.

4. Traffic study for highway 19A has resumed with the province and I am hopeful that there will 
be a conclusion to this study over the next few months. 

http://srd.ca/area-d-ptp
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